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The Education and the Crisis of Identity for Arabs in Israel:
An analytical — Critical study

Suad B. Musallam

Abstract

The intention of this research is to tackle an old problem relating to
specific conditions in a new method. The approach will be through answering
five suggested questions using the analytical descriptive approach.

Q1l: What is the current educational situation amongst Arabs in Israel in the
period 1985 - 20057

Q2: What are the educational policies concerning Arabs in Israel?

Q3: What is the role of the currently applied educational curricula in
preserving Arab identity?

Q4: What are the dimensions of educational crises to the identity for Arabs
in Israel from the point of view of education professionals and
intellectuals?

What are the efforts exerted by Arab education authorities in Israel to
confront this crisis?

These questions meet at a certain point, specifically, looking into the
relationship between education and identity crisis amongst Arabs in Israel. To
get answers to the above questions, it was necessary to conduct a
reconnaissance/field visit in order to begin this study correctly.

Information collection was tedious and slow at the beginning, therefore, it

was necessary to rely upon different strategies to collect data concerning

these questions, using all available resources, references, previous
researches, Arabic and Hebrew documents and newspapers, periodicals,
official Arabic and Hebrew statistics, education conventions, school curricula

and open as well as restricted interviews.
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This research could not avoid the political situation of this minority, who,
compared to other humanitarian groups, faced unparalleled circumstances,
which made it necessary to focus on all the formulas of change and alteration
challenging this minority for more than half a century, and to delve into the
culture surrounding all aspects of this minority to identify the various areas of
their educational process, as well as the importance of identifying the point of
view of the others, being the dominant majority.

A subjective study to Arabs within Jewish environment clarifies to which
extent education and identity crisis can be a source of perplexity and
problems. In addition, there is the confusion between the notions of personal
identity and nationalism. In this context, the definition “national identity”
underlies the connotation of duality, since accepting the Israeli nationality

does not allow rejecting the content.

e Considering the fact that education is the most important factor in
preserving the basics of the national identity amongst the Arab minority in
Israel, it was crucial to study the different aspects of the education process
and to identify its role in the identity crisis. Study results indicate that
education is utterly linked to the higher policy of the Israeli state, as it is
considered a strategic and security-related matter. Accordingly, all inputs of
the educational process are under direct supervision of the state. Israel has
consistently used its powers effectively to put in place curricula serving its
stability and security. Language and history curricula, for both Arabs and
Jews, contain stern educational matter addressing the growth, evolution and
education of the student. The results proved that many of the values taught in
Israeli history derive its positive equality from alienating and casting away the

others (the Arabs), thereby achieving political goals.

e The educational reality points to the racial discrimination policy in all
aspects of the educational process; and it was clearly revealed in low pass

rates and increase of school fleeing. Racial discrimination has also achieved

another goal to the educational higher policy; specifically being the obstruction

and delay of the rise of this minority as an educated power.
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e Considering Israel as a democratic state, it could not nullify or stop the
movement of this minority within the current ruling laws, regulation and
systems. The results of this research pointed that the Arab minority has
learned through many decades how to create solutions to its problems despite
the complex realities, as they had to combine all external forced facts, and
internal facts unique to the Palestinian character to reach a merged identity in
an attempt to mingle socially and negate the contradiction between Israeli

identity and individual Palestinian identity.

e The common identity granted by Israeli authority to Arabs through its
political institutions did not discard the individual Palestinian identity which is
the basic part of the personal identity for the Arabs in Israel. As a result, this
minority is nowadays looking forward to be merged in the society as equal
citizens with same rights in all aspects, demanding equality as a minority that
has its own ambitions and unigue national structure depending on themselves

within their current realities and the existing laws and democratic systems.

e This study also shows the areas requiring extra deeper and analytical

studies regarding identity from educational, social and political perspectives

amongst Arabs in Israel.
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